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The Queen's grasp of foreign affairs remained as firm
as ever, and she continued to express herself as forcefully*
When Alexander of Battenburg, Prince of Bulgaria, was
kidnapped,she wrote to Salisbury: "We are horrified at
these news from Bulgaria. On what ground can this have
been done? It is the*e Russian fiends. - . ." Evidently her
attitude did not escape other people, for later she is writing
to Salisbury: " The Queen is quite furious at anyone
daring or presuming to say she wanted to make war on
Russia to replace Prince Alexander.55 She thought that
the Ambassador, Sir Robert Morier, was mismanaging
affairs at St Petersburg: *" He is not safe there. He should
be given leave of absence at once." This to Lord Salisbury,
and in another letter, still referring to Morier: " He does
awful mischief." She took to telegraphing, not, apparently,
because speed was essential, but perhaps because a tele-
gram had a more forceful air than a letter. To Lord
Salisbury she wires: " You told me when you left office
in February that I should impress on Lord Rosebery the
importance of bringing as few subjects on foreign affairs
before the Cabinet as possible. Trust you will follow this
course now." "When it was proposed to give Heligoland
to Germany, in exchange for African territory, she wired
to Salisbury: "It is a very serious question, which I do
not like.5'* She added that Gibraltar might be asked
for next.
She remained equally trenchant regarding ecclesiastical
affairs: " The Queen has taken pains to enquire into
some of the people who [sic] Lord Salisbury mentioned
as candidates for bishoprics. . * . The Queen fears the
Dean of York would not do. He is a High Churchman. * . ."
Later (to Sir Henry Ponsonby): " The Dean of York (a
dates are January 24, January 27, January 29, March 5, July 4, and July 20,
1886.
1 The Letters of Queen Victoria, Third Scries, i, 179,181,203, 211, and 612.
The dates are August 22, August 23, September 8, and September 21,1886,
and June 9, 1890.